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SOCRATES
(469-399	BCE)

The 4C’s ain’t new, baby!



SOCRATES
(469-399	BCE)

I cannot teach anybody anything. 
I can only make them think.

To find yourself, think for yourself.

I know you won't believe me, but 
the highest form of Human 
Excellence is to question oneself 
and others.
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Grammar Vocabulary



TEACHing

“…a lot of English is taught, 
…not enough is learned” 

John Rogers 

Rogers, J. (1982): “The World for Sick Proper.” 
ELT Journal, Vol.36/3. pp 144-151.



Grammar
Skills

Vocabulary
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Reading Writing



Skills are ‘naturally’ INTEGRATED...



Lexico-Grammatical Skills

Listening Speaking

Reading Writing







Reflection TIME…



“If you know the enemy and know yourself, 
you need not fear the result of a hundred 

battles. If you know yourself but not the enemy, 
for every victory gained you will also suffer a 
defeat. If you know neither the enemy nor 
yourself, you will succumb in every battle”.

Sun Tzu 
(The Art of War)





ENGAGEMENT
(& ‘FUN’)

RELATIONSHIPS

A POSITIVE CLASSROOM 
MANAGEMENT PLAN

(that organises the 
classroom for success)

LEARNER
MOTIVATION



If we want students to learn more, 
teachers must become ‘students’ 
of their ‘own teaching’.

Kane, 2013
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Skills are ‘naturally’ INTEGRATED...





Lexico-Grammatical Skills

Listening Speaking

Reading Writing



Lexico-Grammatical Skills

Listening Speaking

Reading Writing



Teachers do not create 
learning, learners create 
learning…

…teachers create
the conditions in
which students learn.

Dylan Wiliam



ENGAGEMENT
(& ‘FUN’)

RELATIONSHIPS

A POSITIVE CLASSROOM 
MANAGEMENT PLAN

(that organises the 
classroom for success)

LEARNER
MOTIVATION



How did your
teaching change



TEACHing

“…a lot of English is taught, 
…not enough is learned” 

John Rogers 

Rogers, J. (1982): “The World for Sick Proper.” 
ELT Journal, Vol.36/3. pp 144-151.



ELT ‘Best Practice’ in Planning



PLANNING
• Select a textbook.

• Divide the 
textbook units by 
the number of 
weeks available.

• Write a ‘pacing 
guide’.

TESTING
• Do a number of 

quizzes…maybe a 
‘mid-term’ - and 
then a final exam

• Add the ‘points’ up 
and see who 
passes!

• Deal with crying 
students!

IMPLEMENTATION
• Teach the units, 

pages & activities.

• Do NOT fall behind 
the pacing guide!

• Do NOT forget to
cover everything!



• Starts with the
textbook!

• Is totally teacher-
centred!

• Does not even
mention the student!



Begin with the end in mind…
Stephen Covey



The best curricula (and syllabi) 
…are written from the point of 
view of the desired learnings, not 
merely what will be covered.

Wiggins and McTighe, 2005







IMPLEMENTATIONASSESSMENTOUTCOMES



Backwards Design…



Curriculum needs to begin
where it ends …with the 

learning of individual students.
Tony Gurr





What is (still) the
most widely-used

instructional model
in ELT



P.P.P
Present

Practice

Produce





“Spoon-feeding in 
the long run teaches 
us nothing but the 
shape of the spoon.” 

E M Forster





Students cannot produce a 
few days later.

…they have simply not 
learned what you taught 
them!

P.P.P 



SOURCE (Allison, 2015): 
https://classteaching.wordpress.com/2015/09/13/
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SOURCE (Allison, 2015): 
https://classteaching.wordpress.com/2015/09/13/



SOURCE (Allison, 2015): 
https://classteaching.wordpress.com/2015/09/13/



REAL
Learning

Step 01

Step 04

Step 02

Step 03

Step 05



Exposure
(to good models

/ examples)

REAL
Learning

Step 04

Step 02

Step 03

Step 05



Exposure
(to good models

/ examples)

Adjustment
(through reflection

& adaptation)

Application
(learning by doing/
hands-on practice)

Feedback
(timely & specific)

Repetition
(of steps 2-4 until…)

REAL
Learning
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hat-it-really-looks-like/



The “Bottom” Line…!



If we want students to learn 
more, teachers must become
‘students’ of their
‘own teaching’.
Kane, 2013





Communication

Collaboration

Critical Thinking

Creativity





What are the best approaches
for teachers to use when

‘teaching’ creativity

How do we best ‘assess / test’
critical thinking skills or collaboration
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