
Content and language integrated 
learning - BAfEP Linz
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The study - Method
• Qualitative study  / Causal - Comparative study

– Work with existing classes

– See whether one variable causes a change in another

(Clil approach – language outcome)

• Dependant variable: language achievement

• Independent variable: CLIL method in  
PE-, Psychology-, and History- lessons over a period of 
4 years
– Non-CLIL will be defined as having a teacher presenting 

the same concepts and topics using the German language
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Participants

• Control extraneous variables

– Only females, 18 year olds

– Same language background

– Same English language teacher

• Control group: 39 students

• Experimental group: 30 students

30 Clil and 39 non-Clil students
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Method - Assessment
• English exam 4th grade – 100 minutes

– Listening task

– Reading task

– Use of English task        general language understanding

– Writing task

• Assessed by points – Cloze tests

• Writing task assessed by points using the 
Assessment Scale B2  

• F- test (Variance) and T- Test (significance) 

Comprehension competence
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Writing competence



English test 1st grade

English exam 1st grade - Pretest 
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Results English test 4th grade
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English test 4th grade
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Listening and Reading
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Use of English and Writing
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Data analyses & interpretation

• Listening  - highly significant

• Reading - significant

• Use of English - highly significant

• Writing - not significant

• Total scores - highly significant
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Limitation of the study

• Doesn´t speak to the external facts affecting

– IQ of the students

– Different L2 proficiency when entering BAfEP

– Time spent on studying for the exam

• Especially use of English task

• Only one school is considered here 
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Conclusion/ further Questions

• Clil - effects on the listening, reading and use of 
English skills, but no significant effects on writing 
skills

• Similar outcome HTL study (Jexenflixer, 2009)

• Other subjects taught with Clil method, native 
speaker vs subject teachers 

• Male participants

• Subject outcome

• Quantitative study – Questionnaire “students 
attitude towards Clil”
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Questionnaire

• The survey was administered on 2nd of Dec. 
2016 

• 130 questionnaires 

• Analysed with SPSS (computer sofware)

• Seven different categories

• Each category consist of 4-6 items focusing on 
the same issue
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categories

• Reasons for choosing Clil

• Personal opinions on Clil

• Language skills

• Content knowledge

• Classroom atmosphere

• Structure and organisation of the lessons

• Teacher – student – relationship 
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What motivates students to choose Clil?
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Students attitude towards Clil
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What do Learners like best and what 
would they improve about Clil?

+
-
-

+
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Effects on language proficiency

rather agree strongly agree

Clil makes it easier to talk to other people in English 43,80 % 19, 20 %

Clil makes me feel safer when communicating in 
English

40,80 % 19,20 %

Clil helps me to make myself understood in English 
spontaneously

39,30 % 21,50%

My English language skills have improved 
considerable through Clil

43,10 % 13,10 %
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Effects on Content Knowledge

- 63,8 % think it is harder to understand complicated topics

+        a similar number of students indicate that they can easily understand topics

+        more than 2/3 of the students think the same amount of content can be

dealt with in Clil and regular classes
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Effects on classroom atmosphere and 
Teacher-Student - Relationship

• Nearly 80% of students agree that they can 
always talk to their Clil teacher about things they 
do not understand.

• More than 60% of students disagreed with the 
following statements:
– Speaking E during the lesson and making mistakes is 

embarrassing for me

– In Clil lessons I rather dare ask questions

 This shows the majority of learners does not perceive 
Clil lessons to be different from regular lessons
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Learners´perception of the structural and 
organisational aspects of the lessons
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Students´reflection
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Conclusion
• S sind begeistert von Clil  weiter machen
• Freiwilligkeit in der Wahl von Clil 
• Bilinguales Material verwenden, erstellen
• Unterrichtsstoff langsam erabeiten und verständlich

aufbereiten
• Mehr Abeitsblätter und Erklärungen (zweisprachig)
• Mehr “writing tasks” in den Unterricht einbauen
• Zusammenarbeit mit den EnglischlehrerInnen (Welche

Tasks sind angebracht)
– Päd.: physical development - Englisch: linking words & 

time connectors  Write a sumary about the physical 
development using different time connectors and linking 
words! 
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